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Parshas Nitzavim/\ayelech

See The Future

V/4

For you to pass into the bris
(covenant) of Hashem . ..” (Devarim
29:11). The Ramban explains that this
bris was the root of the Jewish
people’s service to Hashem
throughout the generations. From
this root would spring the flowers of
future generations. Nothing bitter can
come from a sweet root. On the
other hand, the verse warns us what
can happen if the root is bad. “Lest
there be among you a root flourishing
with gall and wormwood,” (Devarim
29:17). Bitter plants and flowers,
which represent major flaws in the
service to Hashem, will sprout from
bitter roots.

Rosh Hashanah is approaching.
These two days, the first of the year,
are the “roots” of the entire year.
What happens during the year will be
determined on Rosh Hashanah. That
is why it is so important to daven well
and do mitzvos properly on Rosh
Hashanah. They will serve as the
roots of a good year.

(Kinderlach .
Put your best effort into your tefillos
(prayers) this Rosh Hashanah. Be on
your best behavior in shul. Do as
many mitzvos as you can. Try
especially hard to do acts of chessed
(kindness) for others. Make a special
effort to listen to Abba and Imma.
Do not even think of arguing or
fighting with the other kinderlach.
Rosh Hashanah is two very important
days. The roots of the year. We
want to see beautiful flowers grow
from the roots that you plant this
Rosh Hashanah.

Together As One

Eli, why are you limping?
1 have a sore on my little toe.
Every step hurts so much. I can’t even

walk straight. My whole leg hurts
because 1 am walking crooked. 1 am
off balance and my back hurts too. All
these pains are giving me a headache.

Oy vey, that’s terrible! Who
would have ever thought that from
one little toe, your whole body can

hurt. The toe seems so small and
insignificant . . . until it begins to
hurt.

That’s the way it is Dovid. All of
the parts of our body are inter-
connected. If the smallest limb or
organ is not working properly, the
whole body is affected.

Eli, believe it or not, you have
given me a whole new insight on this
week’s parsha.

Please share it with me, Dovid.

The verse states, “For you to pass
into the bris (covenant) of Hashem...”
(Devarim 29:11). The word “you” is
in the singular form, yet the rest of
the parsha is written in the plural
form. The Keli Yakar explains that
the singular from of “you” is an
indication that this br/s was different
from the others. This was a bris of
unity among the Jewish people. At
that point in time, each and every
Jew became responsible for his fellow
man. The deeds of each one of us
affected the entire nation. Our sages
describe this as, “All Jews are
responsible for one another”
(Shavuous 39a). The Keli Yakar
describes the Jewish nation as one
body. When one limb is injured, the
whole body feels it. Similarly, when
one Jew sins, it affects all of us.

(Kinderlach ...
“All Jews are responsible for one
another.” What does this mean? If
my friend is having a hard time, 1
should help him. If my friend needs
to borrow something, I should lend it
to him. If he needs help studying, 1
should learn with him. These are the
types of things that promote unity
among the Jewish people. Kinder-
lach, national unity is one of the
main goals of Rosh Hashanah. Do
your part. Take the responsibility to

help others.

Wake Up!

)/itzy wake up, WAKE UP!
What? What happened?

Where

am I? What am I doing?

You were sleep walking.

Really? 1 never did that before.
Thanks for waking me up Reuven. 1
could have really hurt myself. | could
have bumped into something sharp,
or fallen down.

Don't mention it Yitzy. Do you
know, my teacher was just talking
about sleepwalking today.

Really? What was he saying?

He was teaching us about the
blowing of the shofar. The Rambam
writes that the sound of the shofar
wakes us up.

1 don't believe that. Is anyone
really sleeping in shul when it comes
to the shofar blowing?

He was speaking about the "sleep"
of habit. A person sometimes just
does things without thinking because
he is accustomed to doing them. He
does not stop to evaluate if they are
right or wrong, good or bad. He just
does them. Then along comes the
shofar and says, "WAKE UP!" Think
about what you are doing. If it is
wrong, correct yourself. Even if you
are doing well, but could be doing
better, improve yourself. Be the best
that you can be!

Wow! All of that from the shofar?
Now | understand why people cry
when the shofar is blown. This Rosh
Hashanah, I will really listen carefully.
1 really want to wake up and be the
best that I can be.
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