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o . when people are fundamental force that precedes
nght InSlght watching, but the scholar himself. He is some

Ge of the purposes of the even in private one who “stands out” and

abernacle was to allow'Vhen nobody else can see. deserves credit for the Torah tha

each person to sense the

Divine Presence in his personal ,
life. However, as we try to fulfil Torah scholar, the central Haftara Parshat Shekalim

the religious destiny of becoming figure around whom our Melachim II: 11:17 -12:17
a kingdom of spiritual leaders'€ligious life revolves. The carry-l lnlike the Half-Shekel

is learned.
he Ark represents the

and a Holy nation, we musting-poles represent those wh that was collected yearly

remember to do so for IOurefinancially support Torah schol- from every Jeyv to sup-
motives, and not for personaflrShip' By applying this port the national offerings ma}de
glory. When we take on neywmetaphor to all details of the Ark,in the Temple, the rightleou.s King
responsibilities for the sake of GWWE Se€ that the Torah patron i¥ehoash wanted to institute &
d's honor — and not for our ownP€rhaps more important than thaigh national tax to be collected
self-interests — then we wilScholar himself. The carrying-by the Kohanim to repair the
merit to have G-d dwell within Poles were not simply the mean3emple. During the evil reigns
us, and not just in our Syna_for transport, which woulq only of the previous monarf:hs, the
gogues. be necessary when carrying th&emple had fallen into disrepair.
Ark from one place to anotherThe Kohanim opposed forcing

hey were never allowed to behe nation to “donate” and they

"
he central feature of the
I Tabernacle was the Holyseparated from the Ark becausdid not think it was wise for them

Ark. G-d commanded thatth€Yy were essential to that whictio become fiscal tax-collectors,
there be three such Arks, eaclie Ark represented. So much sdearing it could damage the rela-
one larger than the other: twdhat they needed to be attached tmnship of the people to their
Arks were to be made of gold,the Ark even before the Tabletseligious leaders. The Book of
and one of wood. In assemblyVere placed inside. In the BoolChronicles explains that the
the wooden one was pIaceéPf Kings we read that the front-Kohanim refused to collect
between the two gold ones,thereends_c’f these poles pushed thaoney. In cht, no money was
by being completely surroundedurtain outward, and h.epcecgllected until the Klng .reV|sed
by gold. This arrangement pro_although cqvered, were visiblehis strategy fqr repairing the
vides a lesson for every indivig-Te anyone in the Sanctuary theyfemple, by p!acmg a box for vol-
ual. Just as the Ark was goldeM’€r® the sole evidence of theintary donations in the Temple.
both inside and outside, so togXistence of the Ark of theThe Jewish People quickly filled
should every person be righteougovenam behind the curtainthe box, preferring to give volun-
“inside and outside.” We must>imilarly, the Torah patron istarily. The Temple was renovat-
dnore than just someone to carrgd and restored to its former

remember to be “consistent,” an _ _
the Ark. He is an integral part, aglory.

to behave virtuously not only
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY  ground, experience and disposition and circumstance?

An aide of the Skulener Rebbe, Rabbi Eliezer Zugia
Portugal, once related: Among the many people whgm
the Rebbe had rescued from Europe was a woman who
Hillel said... “Don’t judge a friend until you reach hisiad informed the Rumanian government of his religiotis
place.” Pirkei Avos 2:% activities, which led to his arrest and imprisonment.

One of the obstacles to judging people favorably \8hy go to such effort and expense to save a persor] of
our certainty that if we would be in that person’s plader ilk?

Giving people the benefit of the doubt

we would never behave that way: “You have no idea how much she suffered beforg-
“You'd never catch me doing that...” hand, and how tempting the authorities make it o
“No one in my family would ever...” inform,” the Rebbe said with tears in his eyes.
“I simply don’t understand how anyone could...” If we see someone stumble, we shouldn’t judge him

Although we might feel our situation to be similar tontil we have been in the same situation and succegss-
that of another person, can we ever be in exactly fodly passed that test. Until then, we have no right fo
same situation? Can we bring to it the exact same bgokige.

) Dear Robert, “falsehood and deception” used
Response L] ne Regarding your by idolaters to deceive the massds
guestion, there’s and gain their loyalty. He writes
_ an apparent dis-that it's wrong for the Jews, who
Is a Medium Rare? pute between Maimonides andire extremely wise and rational, tg
Robert Liberman wrote: ~ Nachmanides. think there’s any benefit in these
| once saw a well-known medium, Nachmanides indicates that certhings.
James Van Praag, on the Lamyain occult practices can be effec- This comment of Maimonides
King TV show. He is supposedlyiye, put that they are forbidden byseems to contradict explicit pas
able to communicate with thene Torah, G-d created a universsages in the Talmud and Midrash
dead; he took several calls wherghich follows an ordered structurethat refer to departed spirits com
he was able to relate very specifigajied “nature.” Nachmanidesmunicating with the living and
information about the deceased tQyites that sorcery and the occultevealing things about the past an
the callers. As skeptical as | aMcontradict” G-d's will because future.  Some commentators
about these sort of things, | Waghey act in opposition to the sim-explain that Maimonides is refer-
very impressed by his ability; h&je " plain structure and order ofing to an ideal person who lives
seemed very genuine. My Que$ptyre. The Torah forbids theséotally according to the truths of
tion is this: The Torah specifical-things pecause G-d wants us tthe Torah. Such a person will rise
ly forbids communication with theconduct ourselves in this worldabove all these practices, and from
dead. But, the mere fact that it igiccording to natural laws. that exalted vantage point see that
prohibited makes me wonder if it pmaimonides indicates other-these practices have no reality.
Is, in fact, possible. Otherwise,yise. \Writing about occult prac-However, these forces of false
why would G-d mention it?tices such as communicating withood can indeed affect a perso
Thanks! the dead, Maimonides calls themvho has not yet reached this level|.
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