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hooves and chew of the covenant on the part of the

Light InSight the cud. All | see body which expresses the essence ¢

is trees, sky, build- a person; the place from which flows
ings. the life-force and progeny. Abraham

EyeS TO See The Torah is the blueprint oftook that essential part of himself

o will M b M Reality: If one had eyes to seshat- which expressed his very continua-
w a?w?jt oﬁf?‘ggfg;g?;‘{%en € neztefillin and keeping kosher wouldtion; he took the symbol of every-
you. ' be as visible as trees, the sky anithing he would ever be through his

rr:weorjs,twc?f I:J):ksg‘ta t?rgevgorsldk, houses. children’s children, and he gave it to
» S, Abraham had those eyes. He keps-d.

buﬂdmgs. . the entire Torah — even the Rabbinic A brit has to have two sides. There
The Patriarchs of the Jewish ) . X .
%Fcrees — long before the Torah wais no pact in the world which consists

?:gé)lle’lg&vé zvii;’oﬁﬁrea\?viwé I;ﬁjcthlrl?_lven on Mount Sinai. The entireof only one side. What was it, then,

' orah... with one exception: Thethat G-d gave to Abraham? What
saw that one may not wear a garment. N ) . : : .
. S mitzvah ofbrit mila. What is the dif- was the gift of His essence which wag
in which linen and wool were sewn

. GIerence betweehrit mila and all the to bind Him and the Jewish People to

togdetf;er. Theyr:ooked into the worl lc(>ther mitzvot? an everlasting pact?
?nr:lktar?é/ ?g\éﬂt tg;g%lérr.na_l)fhrg))/t ggg The wordbrit means “covgnant.” _ G-d gave Abraham His Will that it
saw that you should wait severarIJrhe essence of a covenant is that.WOuId be only the seed of Abraham
hours after eating meat before catinfequires two partles to enter into |thqt would be the agency thrgugh
milk. %gether. Uptll G-d actually made avhich He would conduct and dlrec_t
Maybe | need to change my eyeg:oyenant with Abraham, no_covenanﬂhe events (_)f the world. The recogni-
glass prescription, but | never SeeeX|sted. _Thgreforg, no mitzvah tdion of G-d in the World_, His purpose
such things. | also cantt remembePerformb“t mila existed. for the whole of Creation, would be

LI : When G-d made the covenant, therought out through the progeny of
seeing in Nature that you can't eaﬁr

) ) i it, with Abraham, He made the sigmAbraham.
animals which don’t have cloven

“I shall give the In the historic covenant which pre-
LOVEOf th IAND land to your pos- viewed the special relationship of
e terity,” (Genesis Abraham and his posterity with G-d

Selections from classical Torah sources which 12:7) is a limited through the sacrificial service in the

express the special relationship between promise  which Sanctuary, the promise is expanded t¢

the People of Israel and the Land of Israel - ) ;
¢ People of Israel and the Land of Israe could mean only a include the “Greater Land of Israel,

. small part of the and a guarantee that the sins of poste
The Promlsed I—and land which Abraham had traveled untiity will not forfeit this promise.
ur Divine promises to Abrahamthat point — the site of Shechem.  (Genesis 15:18-21
Fgre mentioned in Parshat Lech As Abraham’s merits increase, heis In the covenant of circumcision,
Lecha regarding the “Promisedtold to lift his eyes and look in all Abraham’s bonding with his Creator is
Land,” and they form a fascinating patdirections. All those lands would berewarded with a promise that his pos
tern. As Abraham reaches a highdhis, the gift would be an eternal oneerity will return to their promised land
level in his relationship with G-d, thereand his posterity would be as numereven after they are exiled from it, and
is a corresponding increase in the levelus as the dust of the eart&efesis they will have a special, intimate rela-
of the promised prize. 13:14-19 tionship with G-d. Genesis 17:8
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY

warm night, and so | grabbed my jump rope and
water bottle and headed to the park.

Two days later, at the Friday night Shabbos megl,
my brother said: “A co-worker told me that his wif¢
For spiritual fitness, you sometimes need to assume thatv you walking the street late at night carrying|a
others are working on their physical fitness; and remergeer bottle and a gun!”

ber not to... _ Now, | ask you, why wouldn't she think to her
Jump Rope to Conclusions self: “That's Morris; he can’t be carrying a gun if

I t was a beautiful spring night and the next ddlye street.” Instead, she assumed the worst and fold

Giving people the benefit of the doubt

174

was a civil holiday, so | was off from work. Iher husband, who told my brother, and who knows
said to myself that | can't stay inside on thigho else!

n't violate the Dear Helen Block,

Res Onse Line spirit of Shabbat Amulets orkemiotare mentioned
p either, because hisin the Talmud in many places and ar
efforts are Shabbatnot forbidden as superstitious. The
related. amulets mentioned in the Talmud
. _ Another issue is the Rabbinic prohiwere parchments with prayers in
Juglgr]nit]ht?sr Wl;giﬁlered me recentlbition against earning wages orthem written by pious scholars, and
when | atte?]ded an_ Orthodox Bar)éhabbat. The Sages forbade earnitigey are like continuous prayers. Ar
Mitzvah weekend. The Orthodowages _fqr a Shapbat act_ivity, even iamulet vv_hich is jus_t a symbol or
caterers were ser.ving food durin )f_he. actmty itself is pgrmltted. Theyhand, while not_forbldden, does no
Shabbat. They seemed to be worki%lmlted this prohlbltl_on, however_,.have the same |mpact_. Neverthelegs
very hard on the Shabbat. \What i ly to payment designated specifithey can serve to remind a person @
the halacha for preparing. serving _%ally for wprk done on Shabbat. BuDivine Protection and Providence)
and cleaning up during ’Shabbat’}f the pay is part of a “package deal{the ‘Hand of G-d’) and to focus on
Thank vou! ‘which includes work done during theG-d. As Maimonides states in the

you: week, such as setting up befor&uide for the PerplexedThe degree

. Shabbat and cleaning up afteof Divine Providence is directly pro-

Dear Judith Subar, :

On Shabbat, 39 categories of Cre‘?.habbat, then even the Shabbabrtional to the degree of attachment

. o h wages are permitted. of the person to the Divine.”
ative activities are forbidden by the Its said that the towering sage

Torar_\. The_s.e include s_uc_h things as Rabbi Akiva Eiger once wrote a very
cooking, writing and building a fire. Charming Amulets effective amulet. Curious about wha

Other prohibitions were added by ouHelen Block wrote: mystical letter permutations o
Sages to safeguard the sanclity andam intrigued by the age-old use of appalistic incantations lay within
spirit of Shabbat. kemiot (amulets), particularly Onesgymeqne opened the scroll. What diti

As long as the caterer avoids anwith the human hand. Apparently the . find> A single paraéraph of
of these forbidden activities, he isPersian Jews especially used tei‘osefos-’s logical, straightforward
allowed to “work” on Shabbat. Foremploy quite a variety of kemiot forcommentary o the Talmud! The
example, all food must be cooked iprotection in marriage, childbirth _ 1ot \vas “powered” simply. by the
advance and kept warm on a stovetc. What is the halachic and rab'meri'[ of Rabbi Eiger’s sincere Torah
that was lit before Shabbat. He doesinical positions on these? study.

v

Tending the Bar Mitzvah

—

LIGHT LINES is a publication of OHR SOMAYACH INTERNATIONAL 1399 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11230 Tel: 718-677-6200 Fax: 718-677-6299
Produced by the Office of Communications * Editor: Raphael Scott Leban ¢ Light Insight by Yaacov Asher Sinclair « Production: Eliezer Shapiro
© 2000 Ohr Somayach International « Subscriptions available via fax 718-677-6299, e-mail info@ohr.org.il or PDF version at www.ohrnet.org



