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L. ht I o ht would be his. the Jewish homes. This was 4
lg nSlg One after the powerful experience of intimacy
other they with G-d. There was, however,
“| Have Heard Y

departed the royal chambers ione problem with it. Jews had not

That Song Before” disappointment, as the king posireally prepared themselves with
tively declared that the tune hespiritual growth for this Divine

( hat a beautiful played was not the one that heevelation. It was handed to them
melody!” Taking heard while walking in the forest.on a silver platter by the Creator,
a solitary stroll One frustrated shepherd got upvho had fulfilled His promise of
through a forest in order to gefhe nerve to challenge his sovetiberation. .
away from the pressing affairs oie'%n: , When one is rjot properly pre-
state in his palace, the king was Ig your majesty capable ofpared thrgugh his own gfforts, it
captivated by the strains of th laying on this flute the melodyis impossible for him to internal-
melody coming from some dis- e heard?” ize such an experience and truly
tant, invisible, shepherd's flute. When the king replied in theincorporate it into his conscious-
He hummed the tune to himselpegative, the shepherd closed iness. This is why the liberated
on his way back to the palace, bd‘é’ith what he thought was a victoslaves had to wait seven week$
by the time he got back into thdious thrust. until they reached the “Season of
business of ruling his country he “Then how can your majesty behe Giving of Our Torah.” During
had completely forgotten it. so certain that the melody justhese weeks, they would grow
Haunted by the memory of théolayed is not the one he heard?”spiritually day by day, and thus
beautiful melody, the king was “My dear fellow,” parried the properly prepare themselves for
unable to resume his usual rOL}ging, “I may not have such a finethe next great revelation at Sina
tine. Watching his ruler's grOW_ear for music as to be able to plawhich they would be capable of
ing aggravation, one of his adVi_that melody, but when | hear itinternalizing and incorporating.
sors suggested a plan for enablin ce again you may be sure that | But why first be exposed to a
ill recognize it!” “silver platter” revelation which

him to hear the melody once Both P h and Sh | be i lized. if it wil
again. A royal proclamation oth Pesach an avuot celeannot be internalized, if it wi

would be issued throughout thé)rate great moments in the histoaot last? _
land, offering a generous rewardy of the Jewish nation. The .The parable of the king sup-
to the shepherd who could pla)‘/‘Season of our .Freedomj’ offergplies the answer. If someone has
the desired tune for his majesty. us an Qpportunlty tg rellvg thenever beforg heard the swee
Shepherds by the dozens line reat Divine revelation enjoyedmelody of Divine revelgtlon, he.IS
up in front of the palace, eac y our ancgstors on the eve ahcapable of searching for its
awaiting his turn to play hiSthelr liberation from Egyptlan replay. Only after the Heavens
favorite melody for the king in bc_)ndage, when _ the Almlght_yhad virtually unfoldpd before our
the hope that this was the one hEllmself slew the firstborn of theirancestors on the first Pesach Ev

jgasters and did a “pass-over” owere they capable of envisioning
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majesty had heard and the rewa
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what spiritual horizons they could reach. Then theyentually learns it through his own efforts.

could begin a seven-week process of growthWe connect these two epic seasons of revelatjon
through effort, confident that when they would hear Pesach and Shavuot — with the counting of the

the sweet melody of the Divine voice speaking #x 7 days and weeks of the Counting of the Omer.

them at Sinai, they could say, like the king, that th@hese days and weeks help us relive the days and

had heard this song before. weeks of the move our ancestors made from a tran-
This concept is applied by th&fiei Yisasschédr sient “silver platter” revelation to a lasting earn
to answer yet another question: one. So when we finally reach the last station in this

While yet in his mother’s womb, our Sages teagowth, we too are capable of making it a permanegnt
us, a Jew is taught the entire Torah by an angwmrt of our consciousness.
When he is about to enter the world, the baby is gen*Return us to Your Torah,” a Jew prays thr
tly struck by that angel and caused to forget all thahes a day. How can you return to where you haye
he learned. Ifitis the will of G-d that we gain Torahever been? The answer is that we have all heprd
knowledge through our own efforts, what purposetise melody of Torah before. Our souls heard it at
there in prenatal education doomed to be forgotte®itai, and we learned it in our mother’s womb. Thpat
Torah knowledge is not like any of the human sés why a Jew prays only for Divine assistance [n
ences and philosophies. It is Divine in nature aadhieving what that king sought — an opportunity
cannot be acquired through ordinary human efford. hear that melody again — so that we can ggze
Only if a Jew has once heard the melody of Toralith wonder and joy at the déja vu experience apd
before birth is he capable of recognizing it when Ipeoudly proclaim: “I have heard that song before!

o This law, according Commandments are read. They ale
Response L]ne to Maimonidies, calledta’am elyonandta’am tach-
has its source in theton (lit. the “uppermost meaning”
Talmudic statement gnd the “undermost meaning”).
Clean Torah that “words of Torah cannotThe difference between the two is
Michael D. Moroney Jr. wrote: - pecome impure.” “musical” but not only musical.

If a person is ritually impure or Ta’am tachtoris th lat
dirty and they handle a copy of the aam tachtons the regulatrop
of this passage as part of th¢

Torah, does this defile the Torahrwo Trop Tune ) .
permanently and if so is there anyatthew Schutz wrote: S(,:nptures. The speciatop —
way to rectify this desecration? 11 noticed in Parshat Yitro two dif- @M €lyon— breaks up the sen-
am anxious to hear your thoughtserent trop [cantillation or “tune” tences in a different way, making

174

on this. markings associated with eactfach of the Ten Commandments
word] were given — one forinto a single, separate sentence, and
Dear Michael, Shabbat and one for Shavuot. WHy used only in the public Torah
A person who is ritually impure is this? reading, resembling the revelatior
may touch a Torah scroll. A person at Sinai. As you noted, most com
who has dirty hands should not. Ibear Matthew, munities use it only on Shavuot,

either case the Torah scroll does There are two kinds afop by the Festival celebrating G-d giving
not become defiled or impuremeans of which the Tenus the Torah.
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