== Light Lines

Published by OHR SOMAYACH INTERNATIONAL « Jerusalem, Israel 11 Adar Il 5760 « March 18, 2000 « Parshat Vayikra-Zachor « No. 78

. . is in Heaven.” that fine flour is for “a satisfying
L]ght InSlght Quantity is aroma” and we would make the

. unimportant, logical inference that fowl, sheep
A thtle IS A LOt and more is not necessarily betand cattle, which are bigger and

“...a satisfying aroma to G-d.” ter. What matters is drinkingmore costly offerings, are cer-
(Leviticus 1:9) with the proper intention — totainly “a satisfying aroma?”
fulfill the Divine Will. In fact, the Torah’s repetition

of Purim, like reading to this idea in this week’s parshathe Torah only told us that a flour
Megillas Ester and giv- When a person brings an offeringffering, the least expensive type
ing gifts of food and money toto the Holy Temple, he mayof offering, was “a satisfying
the poor, there is a mitzvah tdring either cattle, sheep, birdaroma”, the logical inference
make a festive meal and to drinlor fine flour. After describing would have been that fine flour is
wine. Not just a sip of kiddusheach of these categories, th&satisfying” and fowl all the
— Purim is the one day of theTorah uses the phrase “a satisfynore so; sheep are very desirt
year when it is a mitzvah to realing aroma to G-d.” Obviously,able, and cattle, most of all.
ly drink wine. cattle are more expensive and Thus, the Torah repeats aftel
Rabbi Moshe lIsserles, in hisraluable than sheep, which areach category, “a satisfying
commentary on the Code ofmore expensive and valuabl@aroma to G-d” to teach us that
Jewish Law, says that when #han fowl, which are more tharwhether an offering is large or
person drinks on Purim, he doedlour. Nonetheless, each one cresmall, G-d regards it absolutely
n't need to become so drunk thaates “a satisfying aroma to G-d”equally provided that our inten-
he will be fuzzy for days after-be it the greatest or the least.  tions are for the sake of Heaven
wards. Quite the reverse — as it Why repeat the same phras#t is the same whether one does
says, “It is the same whether ontour times? If the Torah wantednuch or whether one does a lit-
does much or whether one doesta tell us that any of these offertle, provided that the intention of
little, provided that the intentionings are pleasing to G-d, wouldhis heart is for our Father who is
of his heart is for our Father who't it have been enough to sayn Heaven.”

Q mong the other mitzvos There is an interesting paralleteaches a fantastic lesson. Ha

HAPPY PuRiM
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database computer. “What audacity!” the little voi

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY inside me was saying, “Can’t you wait until after your
appointment to finish your typing?!”

Giving people the benefit of the doubt The doctor stood waiting for her, and all the while she
was busy with her database. By now | was fuming; hqw

inconsiderate! Doesn't she realize that everyone, inclyd-

was sitting in the doctor’s office. They werdng the doctor, is waiting for her! | continued surveying

I extremely behind on the appointments and the waite scene as the doctor started asking her questigns.
ing room was packed with impatient people. Finallipstead of answering, she just typed into her computer;
the door to the doctor’s room opened and somedhen she handed the palm-top computer to the docior,
emerged. The next person in line, a woman, got up amao glanced at what she had written. | suddenly realized
slowly walked towards the doctor’s room. “Hurry up,” what was going on and felt an acute sense of shame|for
thought to myself, “there are so many people waiting amisjudging her. Each time the doctor asked her a qugs-
you take your time?” | looked more carefully antlon, she typed the answer and showed it to the docfor.
noticed that all the while she was typing into a smdlhe unfortunate women was mute.

. electromagnetic Judaism? Perhaps the analogous

Response L'I ne energy, cosmic co_ncept is “rggch EI_okim,”aD_ivme
rays.) Is there “wind” or spirit, which can give a

any analogous person extra-human powers, of

CHI-KI concept in Judaism? abilities. This is the power to which
L. Froehlich wrote: the Torah attributes Samson’s
Several years ago, | took a class iDear L. Froehlich, source of strength.

Aikido, one of the eastern martial I'm not an Aikido expert, butldo  On the other hand, Judaism alsp
arts. Like its counterparts, Aikidohave a black belt in Judo-ismhas a concept of “ruach tumah,” an
is premised on the concept that @hem. impure “wind.” This force also lets
“force”— in this case known as “ki  Before | answer your question, la person tap into certain powers, but
or “chi"— flows through the body would like to say that | find martial doing so is destructive to one’s spir
and the universe and can be focusegits truly amazing. | mean, peopléual being.

by a person to use, for example, iwith years of training in martial arts  Another point to consider is that
personal defense. Is this concept @fan, using only their hands and feesome Eastern disciplines may
“ki” (or “chi”) inconsistent with make some of the worst movies ifinvolve what we consider idola-
mainstream Jewish belief? In othehistory. trous practices. For example, bow}
words, can a Jew believe in one G-d Now to your question: The ideaing to the room, bowing to the
and also accept the idea that there ighat there can exist such a force dsrce, or “talking to” the force. We
an unseen energy flowing in theou have described is not inconsisare not allowed to make requests @
universe and through one's bodyent with mainstream Jewish beliefspiritual forces, only of G-d.
that can be tapped with properas long as you believe that thiBelieving in the existence of such 3
training? (After all, there are other force, like all forces, is created andorce could be okay, but the way
unseen forces and things in the unkontrolled by G-d. | think your one relates to that force could bort
verse that do not seem to conflichnalogy to gravity is a good one. der on idol worship if done incor-
with Jewish belief, e.g., gravity, |s there an analogous concept irectly.
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