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L- ht I o ht cal and is not bribe and a fine? The most impor-
lg nSlg affected by phys- tant part of a bribe is that it’s
ical phenomena.” received well. The most important

ou pull over as the red and,, .. . o : o
Y blue lights of the police Caf}teig\ljgiltrymg to give fire to a fish, EZ;t t(;fpaa;lir;e is that the offender

“Wh;:’is?hzeglrgglg(;:. officer?” I_Despite .its absurqlity, this idea of A korbonisn't like a bribe, but_ it
The policeman reaches his opeH.ymg to give C_;—d_glfts to buy for-is in some aspects like a fine.
black-gloved hand into the win.Jiveness for sin is the most comW_hen a person transgresses _G—d’
dow. mon mlsconc_eptlon aboukor- WlII,_be it mlsta_lkenly or otherwise,

“ clocked you at twenty-five bono_s the offerings brought on theh_e dls_tances hlmsglf from G-d, cut-
miles per hour over the Iimit_altar in the Holy Templc_e. Wlthouttlng hlms_elf of_f a little. When he
License and registration, please.” putting much j[hpught into it, wereaches into hls_ pc_)cket, and_speqd

“Why certainly officér. pm assume t_hat this is e_xactly how thegnoney to pay his fine and bring hIS
happy to give you whatever youwork_. Brlng.an offenn_g to G-_d andkorbon he thinks ab_out whgt mis-
need.” You respond sweetly hand €ceive forgiveness, Ilk_e a gift or aake he made, V\_/hat it gost him, andg
ing over the documents \;vith abrlbe, t_o escape punishment fohqw he can avoid making the same
folded fifty dollar bill sticking something that we’ve done wrong._mlstgke in the future. _ The flne
clearly out from between them. . In truth:korbon ofte_n translateo_l inspires hw_n to repair his relatlgn-

“Uh-huh. | see. Your Iicense'.nto Engllsh as offering or sacri-ship W|th his Cr_eator, to appreciate
seems to be. er. fine. Have a ni féce, is a fo_rm of the ro_ot_word the graylty of dl_stance frqm G-d.
night.” Y orov, meaning close, or |nt|mf_;1te. Imagine having to bring your

“Thank you, officer. You t00.” The re_al meaning of the word glv_esomputer or your car as kDrb_on

Who knows’ maybe such a thin us an insight into the real meanlngtfte_r a certaln_cgreles_sness in fol
actually works:. | myself wouldn’t%ehmd the concept. When a peﬂoyvmg _the Dlvme will. Yo_u’d
try it, but | imagine that some-S°N brought akor_bon to _the think tW|ce.about it the next_tlme.
wheré out there there are policgemple,_ be it an_anlmal, a b_lrd, or In the exile of our great dlstaqce
officers who would accept a smalf quantity of graln_ﬂogr, his mten—from G-d, we have lost the priv-
gift and ignore a speeding offensel®N Was clear. B_nngmg korbon iledge of a Holy Temple and its

A police officer maybe. Perhapswas an opportunity for closenes&orbonos Even today_, however,
even a judge. with _G—d. _ we have the opportunity to reach

One thing is for sure, though Stlll, what does Fhe gift of an!nto our pocket and_make an offer-
there is no way to bribe Gd Wha’ nimal have to dq with cI_oseness tong o.f.closene_ss with our Creator,
can you offer to He Who owns -d? It’s_notaglft for Him. _by glvmg_t_he time to learn Torah,
everything? Is it possible to bribe Rabbeinu Bachya, a classiand s_pecmcally about the IaV\_/s of
G-d with something that's alre(_jldyco_mmentary on the Torah _from thehe differentkorbonos or by giv-
His? thwtgent_h_ centu_ry, explains _thaing tzedakg May the Temple be_=

Besides. one of Maimonide<Ll" inability to give G—d_a_nythlng soon rebuilt, and_may we again
Thirteen iDrincipIes of Jewish'S irrelevant. It is the giving thathave the opportunity for closeness

counts. with G-d, the way the Torah pro-

Belief says that *G-d is not physi-=yy v the difference between ascribed.
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY He offered her half as he ate the other.

She snatched it from him, and muttered,

Giving people the benefit of the doubt “Oh! Brother!
This guy has some nerve! He's totally rude!
1 I Why doesnt he show some gratitude!!”
COOkIe POIICy She had never before in her life been so galled.
Several long hours before her flight She sighed with relief when her flight was called.
a woman waited at the airport one night. She gathered her things and walked to the gate,
She found a book in the airport shop without looking back at the thieving ingrate.
and a bag of cookies, and a place to drop. She boarded the plane, sank into her seat,
So engrossed in her book, yet she happened to seeand looked for her book, which was almost completg.
the man sitting by her, as bold as could be, As she reached in her handbag she spied with surpr
take a cookie or two from the bag in between Her own bag of cookies in front of her eyes!
(which she tried to ignore to avoid a big scene). “If mine are here,” she moaned in despair,
So she munched the cookies and watched the clockithe others were his, and he tried to share.”
as the bold cookie thief diminished her stock. Too late to apologize, she realized with grief

She thought, more irate as the minutes ticked by, that she was the rude one, the ingrate, the thief.
“If I wasnt so nice, I'd blacken his eye.”

With each cookie she took, he took one too. How many times in our lives
There was only one left...what should she do? have we known

With a smile on his face, and a nervous laugh, that something was certain,
he took the last cookie and broke it in half. but found we were wrong...

from the swords of the Children of Israel.”
LOVEOf thelAND Then came an even greater miracle. The sun V
Selections from classical Torah sources which setting as Joshua pursued his fleeing enemies, s(
express the special relationship between commanded the sun to halt. Never before or aff
the People of Israel and the Land of Israel . . .
did Heaven fulfill such a request by demonstratir
that “G-d wages war for Isragl
Va"ey Of Ayalon (Emek Ayalon) The Valley of Ayalon also witnessed the battles
the Maccabees, Romans, Arabs, Crusaders and
his is where Joshua and the Israelite arryitish in World War One. Nearby Latrun was th
I defeated a consortium of five Emorite armiescene of heavy fighting in the 1948 War g
in a battle in which two miracles took placelndependence. After the war, the settlement
“G-d rained down great stones from heaven upbfishmar Ayalon was established in a deserted Ar
them... more died from these hailstones than dieiflage, on a hill overlooking the valley.
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