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° ° something far Because of its extreme subtlety, the
nght InSlght more dramatic at message managed to sneak under the
. . the Seder ? Fordefenses of the consumer and plan
Hldden PersuaSK)nexample: Half the guests at thétself into his subconscious. And
Seder could dress as Jewish slavegthout knowing it, the next time he
and start the evening by building avas shopping, for some unknown
ﬂarge wall with bricks and mortar.reason, he had this overpowering
« Pesach Haceapan  Periodically, the other half of theattraction to “Fidofeed” over his

guests, dressed as Egyptian taskmassual brand of dog food.

Pharaoh’s Revenge... ters, could come along and treat Subtlety can be a far more power-

You may not have realized it1them to the joys of slavery. Offul hidden persuader than the

—t

“In every generation, a person is oblig-
ated to see himself as if he were leavin

Egypt..”

but the Seder over threecOurse. to make everything fairoverkill of knock-you-over-the-head
thousand years’old is aVifhah‘way through the evening thepyrotechnics. By means of the
tual reality experience Tr';eatzah roles would be reversed. Then, justeemingly subtle experiences of the
reminds us of the breéd that had ngefore midnight, everyone would sitSeder, the subliminal spiritual mes-
time to rise as our forefather<dOWn together (on cushions!) andage sneaks under the defenses of the
grabbed their belongings on theisrhave a nice Passover meal. I'm surenarser aspects of the physical make
night-flight from Egypt. The bitter that everyone would certainly feelup and lodges itself in the depths of
herbs remind us of the bitterness o ta':ht:?/):arr;/ali als?tft cli)gu);g;'ta\?/zr rtSr?t;our souls.
the 210 years of slavery. Th ’ .
charosesdip resembles the mortarComleter game called somethlngReady, Set...

that was used to build the treasurdk€ Virtual Egypt? The most SOphiS'Y ou often hear people com-

cities of Pisom and Ramses. Youcdted 3-D graphics would then plaining at the Seder: “You
may not have realized it, becausd@nsport us back to the Exodus. mean we have to eat more
when the Seder is over and we risg Yet, the Torah, the blueprint of them_atzah?!" “If I have another glass of
from the table, we don’t generallyC'€ator of the human psyche itseliwine, I'm going to fall into the

feel like we have actually left Egypt.mStead mandates very subtle obsegharoses!” “When do eat already?!”
More likely is the feeling of our vances to create the virtual reality ofyhy are we so parUcuIar to fulfill

stomachs turning over from what©Mng out of Egypt. the practical details of the Seder to

copious amounts ofatzah not to n the 1960s a new form of advereup of wine or if we ate the meal
mention boiled egg with salt water tising was discovered and almosbefore the bitter herbs? After all,
followed by the main course of the immediately made illegal. we're still commemorating the

Passover meal! Madison Avenue advertising firmsExodus, aren't we?
discovered that an image of their
Ready When You Are prod_uct on a single frame in a movildMachine Code For The Soul
Mr. De Mille! p"’j‘y'“g_ at 2": frames per second '_e‘The answer is that the Passovef
a ‘subliminal’ message imprinted in night experience is a Seder.
Sederliterally means order.

experience coming out ofof which he was totally unaware.

Egypt. So why don’t we do

he Torah wants us to actuallthe mind of the viewer. A message
precise sequence of events. It's

continued on page two
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continued from page one

large glass of Alka-Seltzer, remember that whether ydu

L-i ht Insi ht sense it or not, the Seder has put into your soul a spif

g g tual program which will run every time you say in the

_ ) Shema:“l am G-d, your G-d Who took you out of the
like programming code for a computer. The order %Ind of Egypt to be your G-d.”

the code has to be precise to effect the subliminal spir-rhe Torah penetrates to the very depths of the human

itual experience of coming out of Egypt. Just as H%yche. It wants us to experience the Exodus as a spir-

computer programming Where one zero too many ity rite of passage on the deepest level. The soul
too few will make all the difference between the pros

_ ; xperiences reality on a very fine and non-material
gram running or crashing, so too the Seder oper%_ e. Things that impress and affect the body ale

Wi_thin precisg parameters. It's a Seder. It has to berérj]ected by the soul as indigestible. Keeping to the very
this order. With a zero here. With a one here. precise formulation of the Seder allows its subtle expe

So when you are singing “Chad Gadya” at the endr?énces to reach beyond the coarseness of the physigal

your Seder, and all you feel is that you would like a to elevate and enlighten the soul.

Metzora In order to teach those who spéaghon harahe power
, of just one word, the Torah instructs that the offender be

StICkS a'nd Stones brought to thé&ohen Afflicted with tzara’at, a visible skin

“And he shall be brought to the kohen (priégieviticus 14:3  blemish that is the Torah’s punishment for slanderous

hen a person speaksshon hara- slanderous speech, he is commanded to go and be seen by the prigst.
Wspeech or gossip, it indicates that he has no cdren as he is on his way to tkehen his body covered

cept of the power of speech. It shows that Wéth tzara'atfor all to see, he is still considered spiritually
considers words to be insignificant in comparison f#Hre — until thekohenpronounces the word “Impure”, and
actions: As the nursery rhyme says, “Sticks and stordis no longer spiritually pure. Similarly, he cannot regaif
may break my bones, but words will never harm meMs former purity, even though his disease has healed con-
Nothing could be further from the truth. When a persdietely, until thekohenpronounces him to be spiritually
speaks evil he awakes a prosecutor in Heaven not op#fe. From this the speaker lahon harais taught to
against the target of hiashon hara but also against him- reflect on the power of each and every word. For with on
self. An angel with a “tape-recorder” stands by the side\Wprd, he can be made an outcast, and with one word he dan

[¢7]

each one of us recording our every word. be redeemed.
Acharei Mot bearing a grudge.
I The question arises however: If I’'m not allowed to take
Raln On My Parade revenge by refusing to lend my drill, shouldn’t the Torah

“You shall not take revenge and you shall not bear a grudge...” also prohibit my “friend” from refusing to lend me his lawn
(Leviticus 19:18) mower? After all, it was he who started things. If it had
ou wake up with a smile on your face. It's good te't been for him not lending me his lawn mower, none o
Y be alive. Another day. Another gift. As you leavehis would have happened in the first place.
your house, you bump into your neighbor. “Good Someone who refuses to lend his possessions may not|be
morning, Fred!” you beam. “What's good about it?the greatest guy on the block, but the Torah doesn’t makg it
comes the dour reply. He gets into his car and drives @iii offense to be stingy. What the Torah is concerned abqut
You try out your smile again, but you find that there’s a lits that his stinginess will generate hatred, that his bad cha
tle dent in it that wasn't there before. acter will sour that of his neighbor and turn his natural ger
The Torah prohibits a person from taking revenge: Yeuosity into hatred. That cannot be allowed to happe
ask your neighbor to lend you his lawn mower and Wad so the Torah tells us to overcome the knee-jerk rea
refuses. The next week he asks to borrow your driilon and let our natural love of our fellow come through.
You're not allowed to refuse him because he refused youWhen your neighbor returns your friendly greeting with
That's called taking revenge. You're not even allowed #plook that could freeze a fire, don’t let him control your
say “Of course, you can borrow my drill — I'm not likelife. Go on and smile. Don't let other people’s behavio
you; | lend my things.” The Torah categorically calls thidictate who you are.
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INSIGHTS into the HAGGADAH

The essential goal of the Passover Seder is to con
nicate the story of the going out of Egypt. The foll

ing is a compilation of insights on the Haggadah. W

hope they will enrich your Seder.

The Festive Meal

One of the unique aspects of the Seder is that
is that? Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Berlin explains as fc
lows: The purpose of going out of Egypt was to receive
Torah. With the Torah we gain the ability to serve G-d
only through “spiritual” means, such as Torah study
prayer, but through “physicathitzvosas well, such as ma
riage, enjoying Shabbat, eating thatzah maror vegetable
, and the Passover offering. We eat in the middle of
Hallel prayer in order to praise G-d for sanctifying and ¢
vating our physical existence. Even “mundane” things
eating are elevated when we do them in the service of

Response Line

Sea-ing Red
Stephen Tenzer wrote:
| recently read a book which claimed that the Jew
People did not cross the Red Sea, as is commonly beli
but rather crossed the Sea of Reeds.
to the author, is a mistranslation. This was news to me.
English translation of the Bible refers to the Red Sea, W
the Hebrew refers to “yam suf.” | remember from Hebre
School that “yam” means “sea.” What does “suf’ meat
Did the Jewish People cross the Red Sea, the Sea of R
or some other sea?

Dear Stephen,

“Suf means “reeds.” The Jews crossed tiart Suf
which means the “Sea of Reeds.”

There are several views in our commentaries as to
the Yam Suf is. It may have been the Gulf of Suez, w
branches up from what is today called the Red Sea. O
identify it with the large delta at the mouth of the Nile in
North of Egypt; interestingly, in ancient Egyptian, t
swampy Delta districts were called “sufi.”

interrupt the saying of the Hallel with a meal. Wh

“Red Sea,” accordpime to the Land of Israel — even if we have not yet md

LOVEof theLAND

Selections from classical Torah sources which
express the special relationship between

imu- the People of Israel and the Land of Israel

W-
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) Enough To Be Thankful For

. D
merate the historical kindness bestowed o

our people by our Creator. After mentioning each king
ness, from the Exodus from Egypt to the building of th
)lHon Temple, we declare in melodic fashion that any one
'them would have been enough for Dsaiyeny) to be thank-
ful for.

A& The final pair of this long list is arranged in a patter

ayenu!” This is the title of the most popular

“Had He given us the Torah and not brought us into th
'Land of Israel — it would have been enough.”
2l Torah without the Land of Israel is a viable formula fo
lithe fulfillment of our identity as a chosen people. For thot
Csands of years Jews have preserved their identity in larn
not their own. The Land of Israel without Torah, on th
other hand, can degenerate into the empty nationalism
other peoples.

becomes the ideal setting for the development of our spi
tual potential, and the Temple — the house in Jerusale
chosen by G-d as the dwelling place for His presence — t
sacred shrine for facilitating total development of ou
Iuman potential to connect with our Creator.
e‘T%‘élay, when all Jews have the Torah and the opportunity|

b having the Holy Temple our midst — we can joyousl|
hilig: Dayenu
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TO OUR READERS

Ohr Somayach wishes you and your family a
healthy, joyous and meaningful Passover.

he This special edition is for the weeks of April

hiet 15th through the 29th. We will resume
tt © publication for the week of May 6th.
h Chag Somayach

song of the Passover Seder in which we enli-

“which teaches an important lesson in our scale of values:

Once we have the Torah, however, the Land of Isragel
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