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He was followed by another, and another and ano:Lh-
Light Insight er. Scores of mice came pouring out, all with a sin-
gle objective — the suit.
It was all over in ten minutes. All that was left
I were a few pieces of cloth with tell-tale teeth marks.
MOUSterplece When the tailor came down the next morning and
saw what had happened, he was distraught beygnd
nce there was a tailor. He was known fayords. He stood in the middle of his workroom
Ond wide as an artist who could take mevéth tears welling up in his eyes and sighed in reg-
thread and turn it into apparel fit for a kinggnation.

One day, a wealthy businessman came to hirl-ooking up, he saw the business man standing
with a special job. While traveling in the East, hever him, beaming with expectation and blissfully
had given a king’'s ransom to buy a bolt of putéhaware of what had happened to his pricelegs
Cathay silk — the finest of its kind in the worldCathay silk.

The tailor’s eyes lit up. Never had he seen such fabWith measured tones, the tailor told him how h
ric. He measured the businessman and a price Wag worked so hard on his suit; how it was a crq
struck for the work. ation unmatched in all his years of tailoring; of thg

The very next morning, the tailor set to work witfong loving hours he had devoted to it; and finally,
relish. He worked with extra-special care, trying ngthat had happened last night after he had left the
to waste a single thread. workroom.

A week of finger-breaking work followed. It was “But,” continued the tailor, “I would like you to
about two in the morning when the tailor stitchgely me what we originally agreed, because even
the last button onto the suit. He snipped off tileough you don’t have the suit, | did put my heaft
thread and sat back to admire his work. Here wagrg soul into making it.” The businessman’s fage
suit the likes of which had never been seen! turned green. “It's enough | don’t sue you for the

He yawned, picked up his tired bones and magéce of my Cathay silk! You bungling oaf!” And
his way to bed. The businessman would be comiwtjh that, he stormed out of the house.
bright and early the following day to collect his suit. There is no job in the world which pays for effort
The tailor left the room and closed the door. Themone. Even if you put your heart and soul into your
unable to resist, he turned and opened the door ag¥dik; if you produce nothing, that's what you get
for a final peek. There it was in all its glory, bathe@gid. Nothing.
in a shaft of moonlight. With one exception — learning Torah. If a persop

He closed the door with a soft click. Silencéeally tries, and puts his heart and soul into his leam-
And then the sound of rustling. Two little dark eyd8d, he receives reward, even he ends up under-
squinted out from a crack in the wall. A furry nosgtanding nothing.
twitched from side to side expectantly, and a tiny Even if he comes away with just a few tatteref
mouse suddenly scuttled into the center of the rodpeces of material where others have stitched a sit.
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the vanquished Israelites. In Samuel | there is a descfi

LOVEOf th IAND tion of the disgrace visited upon the idol, and the suffer-
e ing of the city’s inhabitants, as punishment for their tregt

Selections from classical Torah sources which ment of the Ark.

express the special relationship between

the People of Israel and the Land of Israel This perennial thorn in the side of Israel was the objgct

of many prophetic curses, and was finally conquered [py
ASh d Od King Uzzia of Judea.
Modern Ashdod, established in 1957, contains one|of

O:m of the five major Philistine cities, Ashdod wal€ country’s major ports alongside some large indys-

he site of the temple of the idol Dagan, whe#§€s It is a growing city with a large immigrant populg
the Holy Ark was brought after its capture fronfon, religious communities and yeshivot.

the earth in the many such entities, each with itg

Response Line form of a flood, own unique function.

just as a warrior For example, our Sages say ther|
turns his bow are four angels who continuously

D

Olive Branch of Peace towards himself as a gesture ohccompany man and protect him
peace. Michael on his right, Gabriel on his
Barry Pogrund wrote: In this sense, the dove returning tteft, Oriel in front of him, and Rafael

We often talk about the dove and thihe ark could be seen as peace symehind. There are four “fields” in
olive branch as symbols of peace. Isols, indicating that the “war” which one needs constant help, an
there any Talmudic source for such #etween G-d and Man had ended. man receives this help via thesg
notion, and if not from where do we By the way, the “olive branch” is angels, which serve as the channe|s
arrive at the contention that the dovea misconception. The dove returnelly which G-d governs everything
and the olive branch are symbols ofo Noah with an olive leaf in itsthat happens to a person in life.
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peace? Many thanks for your wonmouth, not a branch. Michael, which translates as “who

derful and elucidating series. is like the merciful G-d?” is the rep-
Angelic Names resentative of the attribute of mercy|

Dear Barry, Gabriel — “my strength is G-d” —
There’'s no reference in theDavid Levy wrote: represents the attribute of power anf

Talmud identifying the dove or olive The other day my friend and | wergudgment. They reside on the righ
branch as symbols of peace. chatting about angels, their namesnd left side of a person respectively,

174

However, Noah's flood is com-and their functions or duties. Wheren accordance with the idea that the
pared to a “war” between G-d anctan | find out the names of angelsight side is indicative of mercy and
Mankind. This idea is seen in theand what they do? Could you tell mé¢he left side of justice. Oriel — “my
symbol of the rainbow. After thesome of their names? Thank you. light is G-d,” represents the attributg
flood, G-d showed Noah a rainbow of knowledge by which man wishes
as a sign that there would nevebear David, to know what lies ahead and how tg
again be a world-wide flood. The The word angel comes from theact accordingly; thus, Oriel “stands
rainbow looks like an archer’s bowGreek angelosa translation of the before” a person to show him thg
pointing up towards heavenHebrew word malach messenger. way. Rafael — “my healer is G-d”
Nachmonidies explains that theAccording to traditional Jewish— is the attribute by which G-d
“upside-down bow” symbolizes thatsources, angels are the powers whidteals any ill which befalls a person
G-d will no longer “shoot arrows” at fulfill the will of G-d. There are that is why he “stands behind” man.
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