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L. ht I o ht Tabernacle, anthem had any previous experi-
lg nSlg artifice of ence in the advanced skills neces
No P . unique holiness sary for building it, and there

O FTevious in the world, the place that wouldvere no teachers to train them
Experience Requiredhouse the Div_ine Pregence, theyhey were the true pioneers.
were camped in the middle of th&hey were successful becausée

“And each person whose heart gesert. On their way to the Landhey had the inner courage td
motivated him came.” of Israel, rescued from years otome forth and volunteer to do
(Exodus 35:21) Egyptian slavery, they were notwhatever was needed. They did
Take a look at the reallyp, 50y means prepared for suchmit think about their shortcom-

174

wealthy people in the a0 Skilled weavers, goldings.  They projected their
world. Whatis it that they 5 sjlver smiths, carpenters andreams, and G-d filled them with
all  have in  common? . tsmen of all kinds weresuccess.
Tremendous initiative. Initiative reqjired  to  construct the Just as it takes great initiative
means not focusing on what yo4gpernacle and its vesselo become materially wealthy, so
have now, but having the confipccarding to G-d's intricatetoo it takes great initiative to
dence to project what might bejngctions. become spiritually  wealthy.
and to act on it. “And each person whose hear€apitalize on those peak
“And each person whose hearf,ytivated him came.” moments of inspiration to focus
motivated him came.” The workers who built theyour spiritual goals higher and
When the Jewish People Werggpemacle had to be motivatetiigher, and you will get help from
commanded to  build thepy heir hearts because none @bove to lift you to the skies.

E'I'HICS Of the FATH ERS one’s memory by doing a mitzvah in his or her merit,

or looking after his or her affairs or relatives is a kind

ness that can be done for a person that has passed gn to

“On three things the world stands: On Torah, the next world. No money can get to them there, how-
on Service and on Kindness.” ever, and even money given to bail out the debt of|a

I nterestingly, our Sages did not include in the lisbor deceased peron is really only Tzedaka for the i

~
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the quality ofTzedakacharity. Rather they choseng that might have to shoulder the debt.

Kindness. Later commentators explain this in light Kindness can be done with one’s very body, whil

of the following discussion in the Talmud: Tzedaka can only be given with one’s money. A king
Greater is Kindness than Tzedaka, for a kindnessss can be an act that one performs for someone €fse,
can be bestowed on both a rich person and on a pgoleven a pleasant or supportive word at the right
person, while Tzedaka can only be given to the pogfoment. Tzedaka can only be given with money ¢
Even a rich person sometimes needs a favor, or a li§igne object of value.
help, but a gift of money to a rich person isn't Tzedaka.For these reasons, Kindness precedes Tzedaka [for
Kindness can be done both for those that hay Jist of Qualities upon which the world’s existence

passed away, and for those that are living, whi@pends. As King David wrote in Psalms, “A world o
Tzedaka can only be given to the living. Honoringindness He builds.”
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vided him with meals but also built for him a sp4d

LOVEOf theLAND cial guest room where he could comfortably stdy.

Selections from classical Torah sources which He rewarded her kindness by b|ESSin9 her to give
express the special relationship between birth to a child, and several years later Elisha
the People of Israel and the Land of Israel brought that child back to life after his sudden

An Arab village, Solem, marks the spot where 4

henever the Prophet Elisha passdlis took place and the nearest Jewish settlemernt is
Wthrough Shunem he enjoyed the hospghie Moshav Shitufi (Cooperative Settlement) of
tality of a “great lady” who not only pro-Merchavia.

solar year. In other words, after twelve “moons” haye

Response Line passed, there are still 11 days left until spring.

If this situation were left uncorrected, Passover
would fall each year 11 days earlier in the season thjan

Blue Moon the year before. After a few years, Passover would fall
in the middle of the winter.
Stan Appleton wrote: The Jewish calendar is adjusted so that this doegn't

| am an assistant chaplain on a maximum securifgppen. This is done by adding an extra month every
state floor in a local facility. In one of my recent segouple of years. This creates a “leap year” with 13
vices | was asked a question Concerning the fO”OWiﬁlﬂonths_ A “|eap year” occurs 7 times over the courke
Could you please explain to me the Jewish calendaf?a 19 year cycle. (For the mathematically inclineg:
In particular the additional month every seven year$1x19=209. 209/30=7 approximately). This insurgs

Why it is added? that Passover comes out in the spring, Rosh Hashana
in the fall, etc.
Dear Stan, The added month is called Adar. That is, in a leqp
The Jewish calendar is based on both the moon geqr, there are two months of Adar, Adar One and
the sun. Adar Two.

It is based on the moon, meaning that the first of theiy's interesting to contrast our calendar with the
month coincides with the appearance of the new magfristian and Moslem calendars. The Christign
and the 15th coincides with the full moon, etc. It t%regorian) calendar is totally solar based, with no
based on the sun such that the holidays fall in the preggard to the moon. Every so often you even get a
er season, as the Torah says, “Observe the Sprisige moon,” a month with two full moons in it. The
month and make Passover...Dguteronomy 15)1 Moslem calendar, on the other hand is based totally|on
From this we see that Passover must fall in the sprifige moon, causing their festivals to rotate throughdut

The problem is that the sun doesn’t seem to caf@ seasons. Some years Ramadan is in the summer,
much about what the moon is doing. The solar yegsme years it's in the heart of winter. Our calendar, py

from spring to spring, is about 365 days long. But Edntrast, is based on a synthesis of the solar and Iunar
lunar cycles are only 354 days, 11 days less than gh&tions.
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