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L- h I o h work  of a didn’t see the Divine needlework
lg t nSlg t Merciful G-d? of the Creator, he was looking at
.. Don’'t think events from the wrong perspective

A D|V|ne TapeStI‘y you're alone if you feel like that. However the same word that
“Then Moses and the Children of IsraelYou're in good company. Becausé/oses used to complain to G-d, hq
chose to sing this song to G-d. one of the greatest men who evdater repeated in G-d’s praise wher
(Exodus 15:1 lived felt exactly like you. Moseshe saw the perfection of the Divine

AS a young boy, | remembemhimself, our greatest teacher, haRlan. The Midrash says that just a$

>4

my mother weaving ahjs questions about how G-d waMoses erred with the expression

tapestry of Gainsborough'srynning the show. In Parshamei-az— “from the time” — so
“The Boy In Blue.” It took her for- shemot, Moses went to Pharaoh twith that same worelz, Moses rec-
ever. One day, shortly before shgsk him to let the Jewish Peopléified his mistake.
finished, | remember picking it Upgo. Pharaoh, as you may remem- After the Jewish People
and thinking to myself: “Mommy, per, was not the easiest of negotiatmerged from the splitting of the
forgive me — you may be the beSan partners. In reply to Moses’ssea, they saw the mighty Egyptian
mother in the world, but when itrequest, Pharaoh told the taskmasrmy strewn across the beach like
comes to needlework...Well, this igers to stop giving the Jews stranso many broken toy soldiers. It
a mess! There’s a piece of refiowever the Jews were stillwas there that every Jew, from the
sticking out here. Over hereyequired to produce the same quamreatest to the most humble,
there’s a turquoise thread thajity of bricks as before. Not sur-reached a level of insight into the
seems to go nowhere.” The wholgyisingly, the Jews complained bitworkings of the world that has
thing looked like chaos. terly to Moses. So Moses wenhever been repeated.

Suddenly, my fingertips detecthack to G-d and said “Why have This perception moved Moses
ed smooth regular stitching on the/oy done evil to this people...and the Children of Israel to song.
other side of the tapestry. | turnegrom the time | came to Pharaoh t&ong in Jewish thought represent:
the tapestry over and saw the mogheak in Your Name, he did evil tcthe ability to harmonize all the dis-
beautiful sight: An exquisite andhis people, but You did not rescu@arate events in our world and plug
precise copy of Gainsborough'syoyr people.” them back into the One — that G-d
“Boy in Blue.” The stitches were \joses wasn't just complainingis One.
so regular and well formed. Theypout the problems he was having “Then (a2) Moses and the chil-
colors all blended so beautifully.now with Pharaoh, rather he wasren sang a song...”

A divine tapestry! All the disjoint- saying that “from the time” — That song is part of our daily
ed threads that | saw on the othgfom its very beginning the wholeprayers. Maybe one reason we saly
side of the tapestry harmonizegyan to take the Jews out of Egypit every day is to remind ourselves
into a complete and beautifulyas fatally flawed. Moses didn'tthat when life seems like a bad
whole. see any order in what was goingttempt at modern art, we must

Sometimes it's difficult to seegp, know that there is an Artist weav-
sense in world events. You hear \when you look at life’s rich ing the tapestry. And not a single
about suffering and evil, and youapestry from the wrong side, ithread is without design and beau
wonder how this can be the handiggks like a complete mess. Mosesy.
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY

man sayinkaddishand said: “Shssh, | can’'t hear.”
| was so riled by it, | told the story every time th
subject of talking during prayer came up. | told it i
Q bout 10 years ago | was visiting the city whem@rder to ridicule the people of that synagogue, to illu

Giving people the benefit of the doubt
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1

my brother and | used to live. | was in myrate their improper attitude toward prayer.

brother’s side of town when it was time to pray About three months ago, | told it to my brother. He
the evening service. | went into a small, well knowsgid, “Oh, that must have been So-and-so. He’s frgm
synagogue and stood at the back. At the end of tthetzalah the Jewish emergency and ambulance ser-
service, the man to my left recitkeddish the memo- vice, and his rabbi said he’s not allowed to come [to
rial prayer for the deceased. Right in the middle, thervices unless he brings his phone with him apd
person next to him got a phone call on his cellulanswers it instantly, no matter where he is in the ser-
phone. Not only did he answer it, but he turned to thige.

i h d peace, and they make the food enjpy-
Response Line  famom and peace, and they make the food enipy

Most authorities of Jewish law, therefore, say that

High Voltage you may use electric lights and even recite the blegs-
ing over them, since they add $tnalom Bayiand
Jonathan Katz wrote: Oneg Shabbahe same way as candles.

Hi! Can you settle a debate | have been having withOthers, however, differentiate between battery-
some of my friends? Is it permissible to ‘lighgowered lights, such as flashlights, and those that
Shabbat candles Friday night using an electriin on electricity generated from a power plant.
light? If so, would you be able to say the blessingattery-powered lights are all right since they con-
How about if one does not have any candle&sn ‘fuel’ i.e., the battery which is right there whep

around? you light it. Regular lights, on the other hand, haye
no ‘fuel’. Rather, the electricity is ‘piped in’ from
Dear Jonathan, the outside; and furthermore, the electricity doesn’t

Two reasons are given for lighting Shabbat careally exist yet, rather it's being created every sec-
dles: Shalom Bayi{peace in the home) ar@dheg ond at the power plant. In a sense it's like lighting
Shabbat(delight of Shabbat). It's hard to experia wick with no oil. It's known about Rabbi Mosh
enceShalom Bayiwhile stumbling over furniture, Feinstein, that once when he was in a hotel and
or Oneg Shabbatvhile eating in the dark. By fill- unable to light candles, he ‘lit’ a flashlight and made
ing the home with light, Shabbat candles promadeblessing over it.
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