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L- h I o h Thursday morn- something doesn’t add up to actual;
lg t nSlg t ing, like clock- ly doing it, no matter how hard you
work. No matter try to learn about it. In the realm of

Born Grounded what the weatherman reporte®ivine service, however, it may.

. .. Wednesday evening, the next Since the destruction of the Holy
Fom his _early youth,_sntlng morning, thunder and lightning.Temple in Jerusalem almost two
by the window watching the
planes cross the sky, !Daw n the rain, David's hours wereto perform a large portion of the
had always Qreamed of flying ostponed every week. Thursdaiitzvot. Some of them we could
plane. The first summer after h ould come, he would go eagerlyhot perform even if the Temple
graduated college, the f|r§t wegk (,) ut to the small field-school behindwere already rebuilt. Some are jus
thg summer, he enrolled in a pilot he airport, and it would pour. Hefor men, some for women. Some
trammg. course. He stroked off 4ried to move his slot to anotherare just for Cohanim, some just for
check J“.St sllghtly_ less than thiﬂi\me, to trade with other studentspon-Cohanim. No one arrives in
total savings in his accou_nt, an nything he could think of, but tothe World to Come with more than
spent the r_est on the required Xy avail, By the end of the suma fraction of G-d’s commandments
books for flight schoql. mer-long course, he had not loggefiilfilled.

That summer, DaV|d_ CO.UId hard—a single hour of flight time. “... but David, since you have
ly be separated from his flight ManN- \when the final exams were fin-poured your heart and soul into
uals. He poured_ over them daY ""shed and being handed in at thstudying every last detail of flight,
and d.ay out, s‘gaylng up late at nlghénd of the course, Davidl am going to consider it as if you
studying the diagrams and Iessona proached the instructor to hantlave really flown the required
When the classes staried, he Wé?g)his exam. His face was downhours. Congratulations!”
glued to the_blackboard. He askeg st. Both he and the instructor To the relief of regular airline
good qguestions, and even sta_y ew that he had passed the tepassengers, the above scenario isn
afteryvards to chat about flying with ith flying colors; his was likely likely to come true. On the other
the ‘|nstructor. Every aspect ofyq host exam in the class. Thelgand, to our great relief, there is
piloting a plane, he made sure WQiso knew that he had not flowranother scenario that may Ccome
know backwards and fonwards. even once, and had never actuallyue — the scene of G-d rewarding

The course was made up of tw ut into practice anything that hehose who poured their hearts ang
p_arts, clasgroom study z_and €3 ad learned so well. souls into the study of His com-
flight experience. To be licensed, “David,” said the instructor to mandments. For G-d counts Toral
each student need.ed t(.) log ONfis dismayed student, “This isstudy, when there is no way to actu-
hun(jred hours of ﬂ'_ght time with flight school. To graduate youally perform His commandments,
the instructor. - David was Sc.hedhave to be able to fly. Not once thigs if we had really flown. A person
u_Ied for Thursday morning ﬂ'g_htsummer have you flown a planewho struggles with all his might to
t|mes.. Every Thursday MOMING, peit through no fault of your own.study and understand the Mitzvot,
was_hls slot. _ How can | give you a license to bewill be considered as if he had ful-
It just so happened that this pary ;o filed the Mitzvot, although he
ticular summer, it rained every In this world, studying aboutnever once had the chance.

,qSince beginning students can't fijthousand years ago, we are unable
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY

Response Line

Giving people the benefit of the doubt

A person who fixes cars is called a mechanic.

Hebrew, a person who educates is calladechanech
In the following story, an auto mechanic unwittingly ed
cates one of our readers about judging favorably.

let’s call him in this story...

I vice, but had to cancel the appointment. Later tt
day my car broke down and required expensi

work.
| later thought about the number of times in the p

that | had spoken ill of auto mechanics for cheating

|
<

~

TheMechaneciMechanic

had an appointment for my car to have a routine $

.

C
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Courage & Cowardice

From: Sam Levine
In the Torah, where can | find a definition of courage?

Dear Sam,

The best place to go to get an answer to this question is
the Mishna in Ethics of our Fathers: Ben Zoma said: “Who
is a strong person? Someone who subdues his evil inclipa-
tion, as we find expressed in the verse: ‘Someone who
doesn't lose his temper is better than a strong man, and
someone who controls his spirit is better than someone who
conquers a city.””

The Mishna is describing a trait that applies only to pep-
ple: Courage. Animals exhibit physical strength. Buit

being untrustworthy. | realized that if | had taken my ¢Courage, spiritual strength, only applies to people. |
in for the routine service, | would have incorrectl Physical talent can be developed, but the potential|is
blamed it on the mechanic when it later broke down, Pasically inborn. Either you have the potential to play prp-
never would have believed that the car broke down onIﬁZ‘:‘('aonal basketball or you don't. The basic talent must pe
own, | would have suspected foul play. When it comes to spiritual strength, everyone has the
same opportunity to excel. Wherever you stand spiritually,
there is a challenge. Though some people, due to placg of
birth, education, etc., would seem to have it easier, in agtu-
LOVEOf theIAND ality each person has his own tests which are perfect ffor
Selections from classical Torah sources which him.
express the special relationship between An amazing story is recorded about the Arizal (Rabpi
the People of Israel and the Land of Israel Yitzchak Luria) and Rabbi Chaim Vital (16th century). The
Arizal was the greatest teacher of Kabbala in modern times.
Rabbi Chaim Vital was his primary student, who recorded
Gofnlt almost all of the Arizal's teachings. Once Rabbi Vitdl
asked the Arizal the following question: “If the Talmudi
n this ancient C|ty there were 80 sets of twin br Jﬂqages with all their greatness and levels of holiness wergn’t
I ers of Cohanite families married to 80 sets of tyfRle to bring thenashiaci{messianic era), then how are we
sisters of Cohanite families. going to be able 102"
The Maharsha suggests that the name of this compye Arizal's answer is even more understandable today
. . . I that it was then. He answered: “In the time before the
nity was derived from the worgkfen(grapevine), as in o :

. . . ; mashiachit will be so challenging to correctly observg
thg verse. Your”W|fe Sha_” be like gefen poriah a mitzvot that the mitzvot done in those times will have moie
fruitful grapevine.” The union of two partners who agdver than they did in the earlier times. Even though thdse
both of Cohanite families is compared to the blendingyqfzyot may not be done as completely, but because they
grapes with grapes, as opposed to a less distinguigfie®e so difficult they will have the power to bring the
union which is like combining grapes with thorns. | mashiach’
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