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L- h I o h stage-prop. things, and miracle of miracles,
lg t nSlg t Realizing that he water just started to pour out of it!
was easily out- So now, | am taking home to my

The Furniture manned by such an object. Heeople this brilliant invention. You
Was Divine retreated and returned with reinwesterners know a thing or two, |
“They shall make an ark...” forcements. have to admit!”
(Exodus 25:10) It finally took six able-bodied G-d told Moses to tell Betzalel,
n the desert kingdom ofporters and a truck to move thémake Me amishkan(sanctuary),
I Mukhtar, things changed a lottrunk out to Kennedy airport. an ark, andkelim (the furnishings
after they discovered the olil. In an era of roll-on luggage, theof the sanctuary).” When Moses

The sheik, eager to benefit hisheik's cabin trunk looked like antold Betzalel, he changed the orde
people and to add to his own presanachronism. And sure enough, &nd told him to build an ark, kelim
tige, built roads and hotels, palacesaught the eye of a watchful cusand a mishkan.
and airports. They had everythingtoms officer. Betzalel said to Moses, “Moses,
Everything, that is, except water. “Good morning, sir! May | ask our teacher, the way of the world is
The only liquid that was abundanyou what you have in this trunk?” that a person builds a house, angl
in Mukhtar was black and viscous. “Oh it's nothing officer, just a then afterwards furnishes it.
It may have been black gold — bufew presents for my people backou're telling me to build the fur-

you still couldn’t drink it. home.” nishings first. Where am | sup-
Short of towing an iceberg from “Yes sir... Would you mind posed to put them?”

the Antarctic (an idea which wasopening it up, please?” Why did Moses change the

under consideration), no-one had “Well really officer, this is most order?

yet found a solution. unnecessary. | will take this up at Moses wasn’t giving Betzalel
The sheik decided that he himthe highest levels.” building instructions. He wasn't

self would go to America, for “That’s your privilege, sir, but talking to him like an architect to a
America was a country where ther&m afraid you'll still have to open building contractor. Moses was
were solutions for people who did+this trunk.” speaking conceptually — stressing
n't even know they had problems. When the lid of the trunkthe essence and purpose of th
The sheik stayed in the Waldorbpened, the officers eyes widenethishkan.
Astoria for under a week. When itin disbelief. The ark was the centerpiece of
was time to leave, he summoned The entire trunk was filled with the mishkan. The word for ark,
the bell-hop to take down his lugtaps, faucets of all kinds andaron, comes from the Hebrew
gage. shapes, stainless steel, coppeword for light,ohr. The aron was
The bell-hop’s jaw droppedmodern, antique. Nothing butthe light of the mishkan for it con-
when he opened the door to théaucets. Faucets and faucets...andined the Holy Torah, which is the
sheik’s suite. more faucets. light of the world. Without the
There, sitting in the middle of “You see officer, in my country, aron, the mishkan would have beer
the state-room, was an enormouse have no water. On my first daynerely a shell — a dry faucet —
sea-trunk. It was so improbablyin this country, | went into thewithout the living waters of the
large that it looked almost like akitchen and turned one of theséloly Torah.
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my sister wearing the One day | had a really big tes|

The Other same one. | got upsetto study for. My sister was listen-
SlDE and ran to my room.ing in the next room to really loud

of the Story My shirt was missing. music. | usually go in and screan

| decided not to sayat her to turn it down, and she get

because maybe sheosely doesn't turn it down. This

; had just bought the same shirtime | realized that maybe if | go

A Tale of Two Sisters and | didn’t know. Later that dayin and ask very nicely, she will

_ my sister came to me with thegurn it down. | went in, said

once had a shirt that I reallyshjrt and said, “Mommy put this“Please,” and surely enough, sh
loved. One day, | was walk-jy my room by mistake, and Iturned it down for me.

ing out of my room and | SaWthought it was mine. Sorry.” « Submitted by a young reader

Emperor the ten wanderings of the
LOVEOf thelAND Tiberius  who Sanhedrin (the High Court). Our
: , : named it in his Sages state that this represents
Selections from classical Torah sources which . . .

express the special relationship between honor. In the the lowest point in the history of
the People of Israel and the Land of Israel Talmud, howev- this august body (corresponding
o . er, the city’s perhaps to its altitude below sea
Tiberias (Teveriya) original name is given as Rakkatlevel) and that the Redemption
his famous city on theThe Hebrew name Teveriya iswill begin with the reestablish-
I shores of Lake Kinneret,explained to mean the “tabur” —ment of the Sanhedrin there befor

sometimes referred to asavel — of the land (for after theit returns to Jerusalem.
the Capital of the Galilee, has amlestruction of Jerusalem the main Modern Teveriya is a thriving
interesting history surroundingJewish community was inJewish community which attracts
both its name and its destiny. Galilee), or that it comes from themany local and foreign Jewish
There are different versions inphrase “tovah riyasah” — a beautourists who come to the Kinneret
our classical sources regarding theful sight. or to visit the tombs of Rabbi
source of the name Tiberias. The Teveriya was the seat of greaWleir, Maimonides and other dis-
Midrash attributes it to the Romaryeshivos and was the last stop itinguished tzadikim buried nearby.
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