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May the the new vyear be filled with unity,
service and peace for all the Jewish People.

The initial Since these days are the begin

o 0 moment of exis- ning of our year, the most critical

nght InSlght tence of some- for launching the new year in the

thing, when it right direction, we endeavor with

] transitions from extreme care to try to live cor-
“Everythlng non-existence to existence, is theectly from Rosh Hashanah
Follows After Its most potent, important momentthrough Yom Kippur. Mistakes
. " Subsequent stages of earljnade during this phase will be
Beginning. development are critical, but noharder to correct later, and
as critical as the first instantefforts made during this phase

s with most of the wis- Later stages are even less critwill reap greater rewards as the
dom of our Sages, thiscal, and so on, each phase a fuyear progresses.

statement requiresther revelation of the initial cod- The way one begins the yeal
insight and elaboration to unlockng. For example, in a fetuswill determine how the rest of
its hidden depth. small irregularities that occur athe year reveals itself. If one can

What is the beginning ofthe genetic level will be muchform the genes of the year cor-
something? The moment of conmore far-reaching than muchrectly, the fetus will develop cor-
ception of anything which comedarger irregularities that occurrectly and the child and adult
into existence, must contain alturing embryonic developmentwill be wholesome. Each
the elements of the future of tha&nd irregularities at an embryonmoment of Rosh Hashanah
thing. For example, when a peric level will be more far-reach-should be utilized with exquisite
son is conceived, all the person’®g than mishaps as a growwrare, displaying only positive
genes are fixed — genes that withdult. Therefore, the momenpersonality traits, controlling one’s
determine every step of growthwhich demands the greatest caranger and focusing on spiritual
and development of the childthe greatest intensity and thg@rowth. Many have the custom
All the physical features whichgreatest purity, is the very firsinot to sleep during the day of Rosl
will ever manifest themselves inmoment. Hashanah, at least not until mid
the person are results of those Time is also a creation. Theday, in order to lay down the genes

genes. The same is true for allewish year, with its calendar obf the year in consciousness ang

phenomena in the world — theiseasons and holidays, is aspiritual effort.

future existence is a reflection obrganic entity. Its is “conceived” May the conception of the new
the elements contained, albeibn Rosh Hashanah, and its initiafear be filled with unity, service
infinitely compressed, in theirstage of development lasts foand peace for all the Jewish
beginnings. ten days, until Yom Kippur. People.
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the  prohibition side?”
. against musical Not very often.
Response L-Ine instruments? That “How learned is the person for
can't be the only whom the Sages made this decree?’
reason, and here’s Not necessarily so learned.
why not: “And how Jewish is the communi-
Know When to BlIOwW  True, on a regular Shabbat, musity in which this person lives?”
cal instruments - including shofars - Not very. There’s not even a syna
are forbidden. But musical instru-gogue where he can go to hear the
ments are forbidden on Rostshofar blowing.
Rosh Hashanah will soon be with usl:lashanah, also. So obviously, the Nevertheless, the Sages of Israe
and this year we will not be blowingmitzva of blowing shofar on Roshforfeited their own mitzva - sacrific-
the shofar on the first day because h—lashanah is an exception; otherwiséng their own spiritual elevation and
is Shabbat. | would like to understandhe mitzvah of shofar could never behat of the entire nation - for the sakd
gylfilled. of a simple, perhaps unlearned Jew,
tom. Is it because we dont use ritual Rather, the reason is as followsliving far from the hub of any major
objects on Shabbat? But we readfveryone wants to fulfill his obliga- Jewish community. They cared abouf
from the Torah on Shabbat? Or is iltion to hear the shofar, but not everyhim, concerned that he, too, keeg

Aaron Ahuvia wrote:

more deeply why we have this cu

forbidden like other musical instru-°N€ knows how to blow the shofarShabbat properly. This highlights th
ments, since if they break you migh§omeone might bring his shofar to aimseparable connection shared by
m? But how likely is i£xpert to learn how, and thereby accidews, that we should care about eagh
dentally desecrate Shabbat by carnether and unite as one people.

ing the shofar outside. As to your question, “How likely is
Dear Aaron, | once heard a beautiful idea whicht that a shofar will break?” | don’t

You're right, there’s no prohibition can be learned from this Rabbini&know, but it so happens that last yegr
against using ‘ritual objects’ ondecree, an idea especially appropriaten Rosh Hashanah my shofar broke. ||
Shabbat. As you said, we read théor Rosh Hashanah: fixed it after Rosh Hashanah by soakt
Torah scroll on Shabbat. One might ask: “How often will it ing it in boiling water until it soft-

Is the shofar forbidden on ahappen that someone forgets it'®ned, then repaired it and let it hard}
‘Shabbat Rosh Hashanah’ because &habbat and carries a shofar ouen.

come to fix the
that a shofar will break?

ing and oppressing therefore not a land with just one annu

Israel and then al “visit” of G-d, but “a land which G-
LOVEOf theLAND given their land — d seeks constantly, G-d’s eyes are upgn

Selections from classical Torah sources which arich, fertile one — it from the beginning of the year until
express the special relationship between to His chosen peo- the end of the year.” The next passade
the People of Israel and the Land of Israel ple? explains the ongoing relationship of the

The answer Jewish People and G-d: “if you will
Why Not Egypt? is supplied in the contrast betweemeed themitpzvos which | command
“For the land which you come there to  Eqypt and the Land of Israel describegiou”, then “I will give you the rain for
inherit is not like the land of Egypt from jy the ensuing passages. Egypt is irriyour land in its time.” The Jewish exis-
which you have gone out...” gated once annually by the Nile andence in the Land of Israel is a specig
(DeuFeronomy 11:10) does not depend on rainfall, while thene, giving us the opportunity to be in
Why was it necessary to take th?_and of Israel is dependent all yearonstant interaction with G-d, with reg-

2 G- i . . .
Jews out of Egypt? G-d could Slmplyround on rainfall that comes as a resulilar reward from Him for our Divine

_have destroyeq the EgyPt'a’.‘S as pulky special Divine Providence. It isservice.
ishment for their grave sins in enslav-
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