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o o it? Let him go honor — you take the first shot,”
L]ght InS]ght and return to his and Rabbi Aryeh Leib replies
house, lest he*“No, no, | insist— after you.” As
The Last Scene die in the war and another marthey argue about who's going to
“When you go out to battle to meet youWill inaugurate it” Ten people start the war, the curtain falls and
enemy... the officers shall speak to thget up and walk off the stagethe audience laughs and claps.
people, saying: ‘Who is the man whaThen he say$And who is the It's terrible!”
has built @ new house and not inaugupan \who has planted a vineyard Rabbi Yitzchak Zev paused
rated it? Let him go and return to his . . .
house, lest he die in the war and anothend not redeemed it? Let him gand then said:
man will inaugurate it... Who is the marhome lest he die and another man “Well — what’s wrong with
who is fearful and fainthearted, let himredeem it.” Another ten people that?”
go and return to his house, and let hinyet yp and leave the stage. ThenThe jaws of the students
EZ;m.‘i't(I;Zi:;?g‘:(ﬁ:yh'zsofil_'g)"vs like hishe saygAnd who is the man whodropped. They gazed at their
' has betrothed a woman and noRabbi dumb-struck.
he Yiddish Theater wasmarried her? Let him go home He continued, “The only thing
I not known for its champi- lest he die in the war and anothethey forgot is the last scene.”
oning of Torah values andman marry her.” Another twenty ~ “What last scene?”
so it was not surprising when twd?€ople get up and walk off the “The last scene is where Rabb
students came running to Rabhitage. And then he say£liyahu and Rabbi Aryeh Leib
Yitzchak Zev Soloveitchik, “Whoever is afraid, let him go win the war.”
breathless with indignation:home so he wont scare everyone The strength of the Jewish peo-
“Does the Rabbi know about theelse.” Now everyone leaves theple is not in the vastness of its
new play the Yiddish Theater hastage except two actors who plapumbers nor its military might.
put on? They've made a satiré&k@bbi Eliyahu of Vilna and The Torah calls us the “smallest
about Judaism! another one of the greatest Torabf the nations.”

First, one of the actors sayscholars of the last few centuries, Our strength is a function of
“\Who is the man who has built aRabbi Aryeh Leib Hacohen.our righteousness and our faith-
new house and not inauguratedR@abbi Eliyahu says to Rabbiffulness to G-d — the “Master of

Aryeh Leib, “Please, in yourWars.”

R ly prepared a meal for him contrary to his request. Whgn

h h Rav’'s son Chiya became old enough to realize what was hap-

Et ICS Of the Fat ers pening he decided to solve the problem by telling his mother

) ) ) ] ] the opposite of what his father had asked. When, in surprige,
Warning: Lying is Habit Forming! Rav found the meal he actually wanted and asked Chiya what

p - P d happened to his mother’s contrariness he learned of the
The world stands on three things — justice, truth and ad happened o >S NS
€ world stands on three Tings — Jushee, trath an peaCé‘wmte lie” which his son had told. Rav praised his clevernegs

ven when no harm results from a distortion of the truffi" condemned his action, citing the warning issued by the
a must be avoided. The Talmud relates a proble ophet Jeremiah that lying is habit forming and one who tells
e

hich the Sage Rav had with his wife, who Consisteﬁwh't_e Ile_zs”_d_evelops a tongue so addicted tq distortion that
will find it difficult to tell the truth even when it really matters.
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the city entrance, techeiles dye for tzitzis was

and only the pressed and its secret locatiop
LOVEOf theLAND city’s inhabitants made it invulnerable to the inva-
Selections from classical Torah sources which were aware that sions of foreign kings who exiled

express the special relationship between the tree was hol- inhabitants of all the other cities.
the People of Israel and the Land of Israel low and could be  The kindness the guide hag

Be|t EI walked through. shown the Hebrews by just pointj

The Hebrew scouts waited untiing his finger towards the

“He called that place Beit El, someone exited and induced hirentrance received its ultimate

but its original name was Luz.”  to reveal the entrance by promisreward in the city’s invulnerabili-

(Bereishis 28:19) ing him protection from the warty to death itself. When its ageq

eit El, Luz, where Jacobthey were about to wage againshhabitants grew weary of life,

B had his prophetic dream othis town. they went outside the walls of the
a ladder reaching to They thus succeeded in invadeity to die.

Heaven, reappears in the Biblicahg and conquering the city and The modern Jewish settlement
account of the tribe of Josephillowed their guide and his fami-of Beit El, established after the
conquering the city. The entrance to safely leave. He went to theSix-Day War on the approximatel
to this city was perfectly con-Hittite area of the land and estabsite of the ancient city, is fifteen
cealed. A giant luz tree stood inished a city which he named Luzminutes north of Jerusalem angl
front of a cave which served aghe new Luz was where the blu@mear the Arab city of Ramallah.

) Dear Jeff, the tallis. This has a practica
Response L] ne Before putting advantage for someone who does-
on a tallis, we n't know the blessings by heart
) say the following He can hold up the tallis, read thg
A Blessing on your Neck pjessing: Baruch Ata Ado-noi blessing and then put it on.

Elo-heiynu Melech ha’olam, Traditionally, however, the tallis
Jeff Adelstein from Alabama asher kidshanu b’'mitzvosav vtzihas no writing on it. Indeed,
wrote: vanu l'his’atef batzitzis which Maimonides in one of his letters
Would you please tell me what thgheans Blessed are You L-rd, ourmaintains that it is forbidden to
writing is around the neck of theg.q, King of the universe, Whaembroider verses from the Toral
tallis (prayer shawl)?  Could youmade us holy with His commandand blessings on a tallis. One rea
please write it in English and inments and commanded us to wragon he gives is that a person may
Hebrew/English? I'm not sure |grselves in a [garment with]inadvertently wear the tallis in a
worded that correctly, but what Iijiig» place like a bathroom, where it is
mean is | cant read the Hebrew peocently some people begaforbidden to bring written words
writing too well. Thanks! writing this blessing on the neck obf Torah.
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