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L- h I o h Rashi com- might have to kill to remove evil
lg t nSlg t ments that Jacobfrom the world. There is an inher-
was frightened ent danger in using undesirable
lest he or members of his family benethods to achieve desirable goalq,
hen Jacob with his wiveski”ed.’ and he wasiistre_ssedthat that one can become tainted by the
and twelve children left he m|gh_t be forced tq kill qthers. means. _ o _
the house of Lavan to Rabbi Moshe I_:elnsteln asks: Rabbi Chaim Soloveltchlk_pomt-
return to the house of lsaac higv.hy was Ja_cob dlst_rgssed tha_t hed out t_hat there are two kinds of
father. he heard news that him'g.ht be putina posmqn of havingzealots in _the world, comparable to
Wickea brother Esau was on th(t:’o kill E_sau or one of_hls four hun-a housc—_:W|fe and a cat. Both the
way to greet them. Esau had SWordred wicked _compqnlons? Wasn’housewife and_the cat want t_o rid
to kill Jacob maﬁy years before he_ opportunity to _rlq the world ofthe ho_use of mice. The or_lly differ-
which led Jacob to flee to the houséV" a reason to reJO|ce,_and _not t_@nce is that _the housewife hopes$
of Lavan in the first place. Thusge distressed? Rabbi Fe_|nste|that there _W||_I never be another
when messengers reported to Jacdhswers from the Talmud with thanouse to ellml_nate, whereas the cat
that Esau was approaching Witwords_ of Berurla to her husbandopes there will be many more.
four hundred men Jacob was Very'll-?e}bbl Meir: “Better to pray that Befo_re we go about zealously
frightened anci distressed evildoers repent than to pray thahdressing the evils of the world, we
" the wicked die.” must make sure that we are acting

(Genesis 32.y Jacob was distressed that has housewives and not cats.

The Housewife and The Cat
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Ithough Babylonian conqueror of the Land
LOVEOf theIAND A B e i t of Israel, would lead her children
: . . Lechem into exile past her burial site,
Selections from classical Torah sources which . .

express the special relationship between achieved fame in Mother Rachel would pray to

the People of Israel and the Land of Israel later years as theHeaven for their return.
birthplace and Bethlehem is today populated
Beit Lechem (Bethlehem) early home of King David, it is exclusively by Arabs, but the
“Rachel died and was buried on the principally associated with theTomb of Rachel continues to
way to Efrat, which is Bethlehem. Tomb of Rachel. attract Jews from all over the
And Jacob placed a monument on her  Qur Sages tell us that Jacolworld who revere it as a prayer
grave which is the monument of 3 yriad her there on Divine ordersite second only to the Cave of the

Rachels grave until this day." ¢ that when Nevuzradan, thélachpela in Hebron.
(Genesis 35:19)
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for the traditional you and exchange them for thre¢
The Other Shavuos  cheesecakefresh ones.” She gave Yehudis the
SIDE That afternoon, she andthree containers: One full, one half
her daughter Yehudisfull and one empty.
Of the Story were in the process of The next week, Mrs. Ross went

mixing the batter. When shopping. As she was checking ou
they had used half thethe storekeeper commented: “Mrs
We often act without thinking how our cheese Mrs. Ross saidRoss, | hope you don't mind my ask-
behavior will be viewed. We dont faste it.” Yehudis dipped a fingering, but is it necessary to eat one and
imagine that others will interpret our into the batter and tasted it. “Ick!”a half containers of spoiled chees
actions as negative especially when wahe said, wrinkling her nose. before you return the rest?”

know we've done nothing wrong. ‘What's wrong?” asked Mrs. True, the storekeeper erred by ng
Remember: Honest doings sometimd30SS. She took a spoon and tastedjitdging favorably. But Mrs. Ross

GIVING PEOPLE THE BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT

D
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look like... herself. It was awful! The cheeseavas also to blame: She should have
] was spoiled! It must have beemealized that returning empty con-
Cheesy Dea“ngs spoiled when she bought it. tainers might create the false impres-

rs. Ross stooped by the “Yehudis,” she said, “please go tesion that she had eaten the content
M ' bp Y M%he store. Tell the storekeeper thatWe help others judge favorably wher

4

local grocery store and bought this cheese today and it wase explain our questionable behavt

bought three tubs of Cheesespoiled. Take these containers witfor.

Dear Heiko hand, and a space between the secohd
° Evermann, and third finger of each hand. Thg

Response Ll ne Yes, Leonard five spaces are an allusion to the

Nemoy is Jewish, verse in Song of Songs 2:8 which
and his “Vutanic” states that G-d geeks through the
hand-gestures cracks in the wall In other words,
originate from the Torah. G-d protects and watches the Jewish
Dear Rabbi, The Torah commands tlkehanim people even when He is hidden.
I'have a question concerning a greet- the descendants of Aaron, to bless the As mentioned, &ohenis someone
ing found in the Star Trek series, jewish people. They stand in front oflescended from Aaron (Moses’s
which, ‘as someone told me, has a o congregation, raise their hands torother) and therefore from the tribe
Jewish origin, an.d | would like to houlder level and ronounceof Levi. Even if &kohencan’t split his
know more about it. Mr. Spock greets S ou S pror . s b
people with “live long and prosper” priestly blessmqs found in t"heflr?ger_s in the proper manner, he ca
while holding his hand towards them Numpers (6:22): May G-_d bless... stll_l_glve the _prlestly t_)lessmg_. The
with a gap between his thumb and  1hiS commandment is performedability to split your fingers in the
first finger, and a gap between his by kohanim in synagogues until proper manner is no indication tha
middle and third finger, forming today. The prevalent custom is thayou are from the priestly tribe.
something like the letter “W”. Iwas the hands are held together palms- By the way, “Captain Kirk”
told that Leonard Nemoy, the actor, down, and the fingers are split sucliwilliam Shatner) is also Jewish. The
has Jewish parents. | would like to that there are 5 spaces: One spapérase “Set your phasers to stun,
know more about this and thought petween the thumbs, a space betwesowever, is found nowhere in the

that you might be able to help me. the thumb and first finger of eachTalmud.
Thank you.

Heiko Evermann wrote:
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