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L- h I o h the degree thatwill never bring us the sort of hap-
lg t nSlg t we feel we own piness that a spiritual achievemen
them. Renting a can bring. Because in the back o

ROHS'Rche “Rolls” is never going to feel theour mind, we know that tomorrow

same as owning one. someone else could quite easily bg

In Parshat Matot, the Torah goedriving it. We may have paid a

Given the choice betweento great lengths to itemize all the¢Rolls Royce” price for it, but it’s

174

renting a Rolls Royce for aspoils of the war against Midian. Itnot really ours, because it can bg
day and owning one, |describes exactly how they werdaken away from us in a second. I
think most people would go for thedivided amongst th&ohanim the can be stolen. A tree can fall on it.
latter. levi'im, the warriors and the gener- Everything in this world is
If you think about it though, onal population. What is the signifi-finite; thus the pleasure we can ge
the day when you actually rent thgance of such exactitude? from this world is finite. It can be
Rolls Royce, what's the differ- Everything in this has world hastaken away from us in a second
ence? You experience the samglimit. The spoils captured by theHowever, our spiritual acquisitions
silky ride as someone who owns dewish People may have been vegan never be taken away from us
Rolls Royce. You enjoy the saméarge — but since they were physThey become part of who we are.
people gazing through the windowcal objects, there was an end ttt is for that reason we get more
to make sure you're not someongnem. This is the lesson thgoy out of spiritual accomplish-
they ought to recognize. The smelforah’s long list teaches us: Thenents than out of material possest
of the leather, the quiet air ofphysical world is finite, limited. sions, because no one can tak
refined luxury — everything is thelt's this much — and no more.  them away from us. We truly pos-
same. With one small difference... Even when we have that elegargess them. And thus we are truly
In life, things make us happy toautomobile sitting in the drive, ithappy with them.
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Israel, and one of lake is 13 miles long and 8 miles
LOVEOf thelAND its most impor- at its greatest width, with a cir-
Selecti . . tant sources of cumference of 33 miles.
ions from classical Torah sources which
express the special relationship between fresh water and The beauty of the area and the
the People of Israel and the Land of Israel fish. Swimming and boating that the
Y Ki Some say thatlake affords have made the
am Kinneret its very name comes from itKinneret region a popular resort
similarity to thekinor (Hebrew area for Israeli residents as wel

Iso referred to in vanousior harp), either because of it@s visitors from abroad.
cultures as the Sea o

fshape or the musical sound of its The city of Teveria (Tiberias)

Tiberias. this beautiful harp_waw_es. is the most important_of the cities

shaped ’Iake i one of the most Lying 212 meters below thein the area and the site of severa
: . Jevel of the Mediterranean, thisvery well known tombs.

beautiful sites of the Land of

Galilee and the Sea o
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years my junior, have similar facial features and are
The Other both approximately 5’ 10 tall.
SIDE At the bar mitzvah, a certain relative said “Maze¢l
of the Story Tov” to my brother twice. He apparently ignore
her; he either did not hear her or thought she was
GIVING PEOPLE THE BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT talking to someone else. (He never met her befgre

because she is actually my wife’s relative, not mine.)
It is indeed “bad luck” when others misjudge you; Several weeks after the event, we heard from the

if they do, perhaps you deserve a... family grapevine that our relative was very upset at
me and never wanted to talk to me again becauge |
Shlamazel Tov ignored her at the bar mitzvah. It took some cop-

vincing that | have a brother, that he came in from
New York, and that we look alike. We are again gn

e had the priviledge of throwing a baspeaking terms.
mitzvah celebration for our son last sum- The moral of the story: Never assume it's really
mer. him even if he looks like him, or, always respond {o

My brother came from New York to participate ifiMazel Tov” even if you do not recognize the persgn
the celebration. My brother and I, although he isgéeeting you!

R L' stood and said heart of man,” and hence it is
esponse lne with a grin, “All used to gladden and inspire us at
please rise for various times — likekiddushon

Baruch Greenbaum wrote: the singing of Shabbat (sanctification  of
Why does wine have such a sid?ymn 258: ‘We Shall Gather atShabbat), at a circumcision or at &

nificant role in Judaism? he River.”” wedding.
The above story illustrates two Wine symbolizes a completed
Dear Baruch, ways to look at wine: The sermoand perfected human life. It start$
To answer your question, Inizer believes that wine is intrin-off as an inferior product (grape
have to tell you a joke: sically evil and must be totallyjuice = childhood, immaturity)

A leader of a house of worshipavoided, while the choir leadebut must go through fermentatior
was giving a fiery sermon: “If I implies that hedonistic immersion(struggle = challenge of evil) and
had all the beer in the world,” héin wine is not so bad. The Jewislonly then does it become the
said, “I'd take it and throw it in view is far from both of thesesuperior product, wine. We drink|
the river; and if | had all the wineviews. \We believe that the enjoyit on occasions where we have
in the world, I'd take it and throw ment of wine, like other physicalpassed a certain fermentatiof
itin the river! And if I had all the pleasures, can and should be usedocess (marriage) or at times|
whiskey in the world, I'd take it in the service of G-d. like Shabbat, which represent thy
and throw it into the river.” He Wine is mentioned in Psalms afinal product of human life, the
sat down. The choir leader thegomething that “gladdens thaMorld to Come.
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